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SUBJECT: MRS. THATCHER ON THE MIDDLE EAST 

1 . SUMMARY. DURING HER RECENT TRIP TO THE MIDDLE EAST, 
CONSERVATIVE PARTY LEADER MRS. THATCHER FOUND HERSELF IN 
SYMPATHY WITH MANY OF THE ARGUMENTS PUT TO HER BY SYRIANS 
AND PALESTINIANS, BUT MADE NO HEADWAY IN EFFORTS TO 
SOFTEN ATTITUDES OR INDUCE ANY SPIRIT OF COMPROMISE. AT 
HOME SHE MUST HANDLE MIDDLE EAST POLICY CAUTIOUSLY, NOT 
LEAST BECAUSE HER SHADOW CABINET IS SPLIT ON THE ISSUE. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. AMBASSADOR, ACCOMPANIED BY POLITICAL COUNSELOR, PAID 
FAREWELL CALL ON MRS. THATCHER TODAY (JANUARY 15). SUB- 
STANTIVE PORTION OF MEETING WAS DEVOTED ALMOST EXCLUSIVE- 
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LY TO MRS. THATCHER'S COMMENTS ON HER RECENT TRIP TO THE 
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MIDDLE EAST. 

3. REFERRING TO HER PRESS CONFERENCE IN DAMASCUS, MRS. 
THATCHER SAID THAT SHE HAD TO COME OUT AND CONDEMN 
TERRORISM BECAUSE THIS WAS A MATTER OF DEEPLY FELT 
PRINCIPLE ON HER PART. HER HOSTS UNDERSTOOD THIS AND 
PRIVATELY AGREED WITH HER. THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS 
COIN, HOWEVER, WAS THAT ONE HAD TO LISTEN TO THE 
"LEGITIMATE GRIEVANCES" OF PEOPLE WHOM ONE URGED TO 
ABJURE VIOLENCE, AND THE PALESTINIANS, SHE SAID, DID HAVE 
LEGITIMATE GRIEVANCES. WE HAVE IGNORED THE PALESTINIANS' 
GRIEVANCES FOP TOO LONG, SHE WENT ON, AND THE KEY NOW WAS 
TO TREAT THEM AS ESSENTIALLY A POLITICAL RATHER THAN A 
REFUGEE PROBLEM. 

4. DURING HER TRIP, MRS. THATCHER ASSERTED, SHE DID NOT 
SEE, WOULD NOT SEE THE PLO - THERE WAS NO QUESTION OF 
HER SEEING THE PLO. SHE DID, HOWEVER, VISIT REFUGEE 
CAMPS WHERE SHE LISTENED TO THE BITTER COMPLAINTS OF 
PALESTINIANS. SHE ARGUED WITH THEM, TO NO AVAIL, THAT 
THEY SHOULD RECOGNIZE ISRAEL'S RIGHT TO EXIST, BUT 
ALWAYS ENCOUNTERED THE RESPONSE THAT AS THE OPPRESSED 
PARTIES IT WAS NOT UP TO THEM TO MAKE THE FIRST MOVE. 

5. IN HER TALKS WITH THE SYRIANS, MRS. THATCHER TRIED TO 
PERSUADE THEM NOT TO PUT UP A RESOLUTION IN THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL SO EXTREME AS TO INVITE A U.S. VETO. SHE 
ARGUED THAT THE ONE AND ONLY ADVANCE ON RESOLUTION 242 
LANGUAGE THEY SHOULD PUSH FOR WAS RECOGNITION THAT THE 
PALESTINIAN PROBLEM WAS ONE OF "NATIONAL IDENTITY." 

SHE WAS UNDER NO ILLUSION, HOWEVER, THAT SHE HAD MADE 
ANY HEADWAY WITH HER ARGUMENTS. 

6. IN RESPONQE TO A SPECIFIC QUESTION FROM THE 
AMBASSADOR, MRS. THATCHER REPORTED THAT SHE ENCOUNTERED 
NO ANTI-EGYPTIAN REMARKS OR CRITICISMS OF SINAI II BY 

THE SYRIANS. NEITHER, SHE SAID, WAS THERE ANY SENTIMENT 
FOR A SEPARATE GOLAN HEIGHTS AGREEMENT UNLESS IT COULD 
BE COMBINED WITH CONCESSIONS TO THE PALESTINIANS. 

7. IN CONCLUSION, MRS. THATCHER SAID THAT THE SYRIANS 
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HAD STRESSED TO HER THEIR ANXIETY TO GET OUT FROM UNDER 
THE SOVIET YOKE. 

8. COMMENT: MRS. THATCHER APPEARED TO HAVE DONE HER 
HOMEWORK AND MASTERED THE KEY ISSUES FOR THIS HER FIRST 
FORAY INTO MIDDLE EAST POLITICS. SHE SAID THAT ONE ON 
THE-SPOT TRIP WAS WORTH MORE THAN VOLUMES OF BRIEFING 
MATERIAL. SHE ALSO CLEARLY BETRAYED HER SYMPATHY WITH 
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MANY OF THE APGUMENTS ADVANCED BY BOTH PALESTINIANS AND 
SYRIANS. IN MARCH SHE WILL VISIT ISRAEL (WHERE SHE HAS 
BEEN BEFORE) TO HEAR AGAIN THE OTHER SIDE OF THE CASE. 

IN ANY EVENT, SHE WILL TREAD WARILY ON MIDDLE EAST POLICY 
AT HOME NOT OLLY BECAUSE OF ITS SENSITIVITY IN U.K. 

POLITICAL TERMS, BUT ALSO BECAUSE, AS SHE CANDIDLY AD- 
MITTED, HER SHADOW CABINET IS SPLIT ON THE ISSUE. 
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